































The influence of specific limited exemplars on 
categorization: Via an examination of the influence of 







In cognitive science, many categorization models have been proposed and 
discussed for validity; among these, the exemplar model is one of the more 
important. The exemplar model postulates that comparing all past exemplars to 
novel objects leads to categorization. However, remembering all past exemplars is 
at odds with cognitive economic efficiency. To address this discrepancy, this study 
first demonstrates that specific limited exemplars, and not all exemplars, are 
compared to novel objects. Second, this study shows that redundant features that 
do not define the categories influence categorization. Additionally, this study 
examines the influence of specific limited exemplars by adding redundant features 
to the specific limited exemplars. Third, this study examines the difference 
between the concrete category and the abstract category, as most studies tend to 
focus only on the former.  
This study comprises nine experiments. Experiments 1–6 examine the 
influence of specific limited exemplars and redundant features using the concrete 
category by means of simple geometric configurations and line drawings of 
fictional animals. Experiments 7–9 examine the influence of specific limited 
exemplars and redundant features using the abstract category by means of 
sentences containing fictional machines and movies. The results of Experiments 2 
and 3 are compared to that of Experiment 9 to highlight the difference between 
the two categories (concrete and abstract). 
From these results, we get that specific limited exemplars influence 
categorization, and as such, exemplar models need to be modified. Moreover, the 
degree of concreteness or abstraction needs to be included as a variable 
influencing categorization. 
